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3M™ Protective Overlay Film 1150 and 
Recommended Cleaning System  
 

Health & Safety 
Refer to the package label and the Material Safety 
Data Sheet for health, safety, and handling 
information on the products referenced in this 
bulletin.  For 3M products, if necessary, you may 
contact our Toxicology/Product Responsibility 
Department on 01344 858000. 
 
Description 
3M Protective Overlay Film (POF) Series 1150 is a 
durable, solvent resistant transparent film coated 
with a transparent, pressure-sensitive adhesive that 
is protected by a removable liner. It is designed as a 
protective transparent overlay for application to 
3M™ reflective sheetings. When applied as a 
protective overlay on retroreflective signs, the signs 
will have similar day-night appearance.  To 
facilitate application, the film is provided laminated 
with 3M Application Tape. 
 
Effective Performance  
When applied in accordance with 3M 
recommended procedures, protective overlay film 
1150 will not decrease the effective Performance 
life of the 3M reflective sheeting to which it is 
applied. 

NOTE:   Protective Overlay Film 1150 is not 
recommended for signs where cut applied Diamond 
Grade or HIP copy is used to make the text, borders 
or symbols. If 1150 is overlaminated onto signs 
made as described above, air will be trapped under 
a halo of unapplied film at the edges of all the cut 
applied text. This is due to the thicker construction 
of  these films.  This halo will  embrittle and 
eventually create aesthetic issues on the sign. 
 
Properties 
Colour 

Protective Overlay Film 1150 is a clear, colourless 
film.  Used as an overlay, it can reduce 
retroreflectivity of the sign by approximately 10%. 

NOTE:  Poorly applied Protective Overlay Film 
may result in a further loss of reflectivity. 
 

Film 

As a protective overlay, the film is a barrier to staining 
by many graffiti agents, including spray paint, 
permanent markers, lipstick, etc.  Defacement due to 
vandalism can usually be removed by selected solvent 
wiping. 

Adhesive 
The pressure-sensitive adhesive is transparent. 
 

Intended Use Conditions 
Overlay applications can be made on smooth, clean, 
reflective sign surfaces when air and surface 
temperatures are above 16°C (60°F). New signs must 
be clean and the process colours completely dry and 
hard prior to applying the film. Transparent colours for 
3M™ High Intensity grade reflective sheeting need not 
be clear coated prior to overlay film application.  Used 
sign surfaces should be cleaned with detergent and 
water, rinsed, and thoroughly dried prior to application. 

Application 

One of the following methods is recommended. 
• Mechanical squeeze roll applicator 
• Hand squeeze roll applicator. 
• Hand application. 
NOTE:  To remove application tape, lift edge of tape 
with fingernail or knife. Pull tape from film by pulling 
it back over itself. 

Signs manufactured using Protective Overlay Film 
1150 should be clearly identified on the rear using 
labels supplied by 3M. 

Packaging & Storage 

This film should be stored in a cool, dry area, 
preferably at 18 -28°C and 30-60% relative humidity. 
The overlay film should be applied within one year 
from date of delivery by 3M. 

Warning:  If there is a possibility that finished signs 
may be exposed to moisture prior to installation, such 
as in an open truck, REMOVE APPLICATION 
TAPE. 
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Cleaning 

When Protective Overlay Film 1150 is defaced by 
graffiti, it may be cleaned as follows: 

Materials:  In some instances, a detergent washing 
is sufficient to remove surface contamination. 

When marked with paints, coatings and other 
graffiti the overlay should be cleaned with the 
recommended cleaning system. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Before using any cleaning 
materials be certain that you read and follow label 
direction as well as Health & Safety information 
produced by the manufacturer about the cleaning 
material. 

Avoid the use of formulations containing strong 
polar solvents such as Ketones (acetone, 
methylethyl ketone) or methylene chloride 
(dichloromethane) and other chlorinated solvents as 
these may harm the overlay film after repeated or 
prolonged exposure. 
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Recommended Cleaning 
System 
3M™ Protective Overlay Film (POF) Series 1150 
cleaning system. 

• GR2 Cleaning Liquid  
• 3M™ Scotch-Brite™ type 350 cleaning pad 
• Scotch-Brite pad holder type 961 
 

Procedure 

Precautionary information for Protective 
Overlay Film Cleaner.  

!  CAUTION Contains: Petroleum distillates, 
isobutanol, n-butyl acetate. 

Irritating to eyes. Vapour/spray may be harmful. Avoid 
prolonged breathing of vapours/spray. Use only in well 
ventilated areas. Avoid contact with eyes. Rinse 
immediately with plenty of water and seek medical 
advice. After contact with skin, wash with soap and 
water. 

If swallowed, do not induce vomiting. Call a physician 
immediately. Keep out of reach of children. 

Flammable:- Keep away from heat. Keep away from 
sources of ignition - No Smoking.  

1.  Fit the Scotch-Brite pad to the pad holder. 

2. Spray a liberal quantity of the GR2 Cleaning 
Solution onto the Scotch-Brite pad. Rub onto the 
defaced area with a scrubbing motion so as to wet 
the surface. 
OR 

 Spray the GR2 Cleaning Solution directly onto the 
affected area and rub as described in 2 above. Do 
not leave the GR2 Cleaning Solutions in contact 
with the surface for more than 2 minutes. 

3. Wipe the area clean with a clean, soft cloth. Do not 
use abrasive brushes or scouring pads. 

 Repeat if necessary. 

4. A final rinse with clean water is essential. 

 
Posters & Stickers 
1. Plastic Stickers - Remove the top plastic layer from 

the sticker before spraying GR2 Cleaning Solution 
onto remaining adhesive. 

 Paper Stickers - Spray GR2 Cleaning Solution 
directly onto sticker. 

2. Remove paper sticker and/or remaining adhesive 
using a clean non abrasive cloth. 

3. Rinse with clean water. 
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Important Notice to Purchaser 
Technical information provided by 3M is based on experience and/or tests believed to be reliable but its accuracy is not guaranteed and the 
results may not be relevant to every user’s application.  3M does not accept responsibility or liability, direct or consequential, arising from 
reliance upon any information provided and the user should determine the suitability of the products for their intended use. 

Nothing in this statement will be deemed to exclude or restrict 3M’s liability for death or personal injury arising from its negligence. 

All questions of liability relating to 3M products are governed by the seller’s terms of sale subject where applicable to the prevailing law. 

If any goods supplied or processed by or on behalf of 3M prove on inspection to be defective in material or workmanship 3M will (at its 
option) replace the same or refund to the Buyer the price of the goods or services. 

Except as set out above, all warranties and conditions, whether expressed or implied, statutory or otherwise are excluded to the fullest extent 
permissible at law. 

 
Technical Assistance 
For help on specific questions relating to 3M Traffic Safety Systems Division Products, contact your local 
Technical Service Representative. 
 

Traffic Safety Systems Division 
3M United Kingdom PLC 
3M Centre 
Cain Road 
Bracknell 
Berks 
RG12 8HT 
 
Tel:  01344 857950 
Fax:  01344 857970 
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